
RELATIVE SENTENCES                      2º ESO 

Relative clauses are clauses starting with the relative pronouns who*, that, which, whose, 
where, when. They are most often used to define or identify the noun that precedes them. 
Here are some examples: 

 Do you know the girl who started in grade 7 last week? 
 Can I have the pencil that I gave you this morning? 
 A notebook is a computer which can be carried around. 
 I won't eat in a restaurant whose cooks smoke. 
 I want to live in a place where there is lots to do. 
 Yesterday was a day when everything went wrong! 

RELATIVE PRONOUNS                       

   Person  Thing  Place  Time   

Subject    who/that   which/that    

Object    who/that/ø   which/that/ø 
    
       where 

   
when 

 

Possessive    whose     whose         
 
The woman who/that lives in apartment 34 has been arrested.  
An elephant is an animal which/that lives in hot countries.  
Do you know the girl who/that  is talking to Tom? 
Let's go to a country where the sun always shines. 
 
Subject Pronoun or Object Pronoun?  
 
Subject and object pronouns cannot be distinguished by their forms  …- who, which, that are 
used for subject and object pronouns. You can, however, distinguish them as follows: 
 
If the relative pronoun is followed by a verb, the relative pronoun is a subject pronoun. 
Subject pronouns must always be used. The apple which is lying on the table 
 
If the relative pronoun is not followed by a verb (but by a noun or pronoun), the relative 
pronoun is an object pronoun. Object pronouns can be dropped in defining relative clauses. 

The apple (which) George lay on the table 
 

 The mouse that the elephant loved was very beautiful.  
The mouse (ø) the elephant loved was very beautiful.  
 

 The boy who we met yesterday is very nice. 
The boy (ø) we met yesterday is very nice. 


